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OUR LONDON CARDS

10 DOWNING STREET

Location: It’s located in the City of Westminster.

Built: It was built between 1682 and 1684 by George Dawning.

What is in here: There is the official residence and office of the First Lord of Treasury, that is the
Prime Minister, currently Theresa May.

Why famous: Because it’s also the place where national leaders are met and take important decisions.

Some history: It was originally composed of three structures: a mansion overlooking St. James Park,
called “The House at the Back”, a large residence behind it and a cottage. But in 1732 Robert Walpole
received them as a gift from the king George II and he decided to unite into one building. In 1960 a
restoration started and lasted 3 years because the original materials were replicated in detail and it
cost 3.000.000₤. In 1991 there was a terroristic attack by IRA, they launched a mortal shell that
exploded luckily in the garden, killing no one.
Francesco Casini 2M – London 2017

221B BAKER STREET

Location: The street is in the Marylebone district of the city of Westminster

Built: The idea of this address was born in the 19th century

What is here: There is a museum that’s a replica of the home of the fictional detective Sherlock
Holmes in the novels written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. On the third floor there are some important
scenes based on the novels reproduced with wax copies of the characters
Why famous: Because in this street Arthur Conan Doyle has imagined the apartment where the
protagonist of his novels lived

Some history: In the 19th century this address didn’t exist because the houses numbers only went up
to 85 since he didn’t want to associate the address with a real building. Sherlock Holmes didn’t own
the apartment but he paid rent to Mrs Hudson, and later he would have shared it with Dr. Watson. The
house wasn’t very big in fact it had just few rooms: the sitting room, where Sherlock received his
clients, the dining room, Holmes’ bedroom and Watson’s bedroom
Francesco Casini 2M - London 2017

THE BIG BEN

Location: At the north end of the Houses of Parliament in Westminster next to the River Thames.

Built: It was built in 1844 by Augustus Pugin and Charles Barry .

What is in here: There’s the great bell of the clock but the interior of the tower is not open to visitors
so we can only see it in photos and videos .
Why famous: Big Ben is famous because it is the most popular symbol of the United Kingdom.

Some history: Big ben is the nickname for the great bell of the clock but the tower is officially known
as Elizabeth Tower, renamed to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth 2 in 2012.

It was built after The Palace of Westminster was destroyed by fire in 1834. In 1844, it was decided that
the new building for the Houses of Parliament should have a tower and a clock. It was built and
designed by Augustus Pugin and Charles Barry in a neo – gothic style. The Big Ben rang for the first
time on 31st May 1859. Now the Big Ben is one of the most famous tourist attractions of London.
Sofia Quattrociocchi Branca 2M – London 2017

THE BIG BEN

Location: It is on the northeast
corner
of
the
Palace
of
Westminster
Built in: 1834-1858

Further Information: The bell
plays a melody made by William
Crotch for the tower of great St
Mary’s church in Cambridge. The
melody can be heard 2 km far

Why famous: It is one of the most
important symbols of London and
also the highest tower in the city

Some history: The name of the
bell is “Great Bell”. There are many
hypotheses about the origin of the
name, one about Sir Benjamin Hall,
an engineer, another about the
boxer Benjamin Count, and some
also think that it was built for
Queen Victoria. The first version of
the bell was made in 1856, but
when it was broken they built another bell, in 1858, that we can still see nowadays.

The clock stopped working only 3 times, because they had to repair it. It was built in 1859
Sofia Ghini & Rachele Cetica 2L - London 2017

THE BRITISH MUSEUM

Location: The British Museum is on “Great Russle Street”

Built: It was built by Sir Hans Sloane in the 18th century

What is in here: There are a lot of monuments and relics of ancient cultures, the most important ones
are: the Rosetta stone, the Tomb of Nereids, the Winged Bulls of Saragon, the Greek vases, the
Parthenon Marbles, Easter Island Statues, Egyptian mummies and the Pot of Portland.
Why famous: It’s famous because is the largest museum in the world, it has more than 70.000
archaeological artefacts and also includes the history of central Europe, from the 18th century.

Some history: Over his lifetime, Sloane collected more than 71,000 objects which he wanted to be
preserved intact after his death. So he bequeathed the whole collection to King George II for the nation
in return for a payment of £20,000 to his heirs. In the 19th century there were a lot of finds and the
museum was expanded.
Tommaso Dalla Verde 2M - London 2017

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

Location: Buckingham Palace is located in the city of Westminster. Nearest tube stations are Green
Park, Victoria, Hyde Park Corner and St. James Park.

Built: The Palace has been built around a country house originally designed for the Duke of
Buckingham in 1705. Then in the 19th Century it was enlarged by the architect John Nash.

What is in here: Buckingham Palace has about 600 rooms, some of these rooms can be visited during
a couple of months in the summer, when the Royal Family isn't in the palace including a throne room,
where the Queen receives visitors on formal occasions, a big ballroom, where state banquets are held,
offices, picture gallery, the State Dining room, Music room, the Green drawing room and even a
swimming pool. They are all part of the tour around the Buckingham Place. Another interesting part of
the palace that is open to visitors is the Queen's Gallery, where works of art from the royal collection
are on display.
There are also souvenir shops and a big garden, the location for the Queen's annual Garden Parties,
there we can find a lake, fountains, an helicopter landing area and a tennis court. Very important is
also “The Mall”, the main street that links Buckingham Palace to Trafalgar Square. The balcony of the
palace is very famous, and the first appearance was made by Queen Victoria.

Why famous: The Palace is very famous because it has been the official residence and administrative
headquarter of the British monarch since 1837, the first monarch to live there was Queen Victoria.
Buckingham Palace is not only the residence of Elizabeth II and Prince Philip but also of the Duke of
York and the Earl and Countess of Wessex and their daughter. There a famous ceremony, the changing
of the guard takes place in the forecourt at 11:30 every day in summer and in every other day in
winter, and lasts about 45 minutes. During this ceremony the New Guard marches to the Palace from
Wellington Barracks whit a Guards Band, the Old Guard returns to barracks. The New Guard then
marches to St. James Palace leaving the detachment at Buckingham Palace. When the Queen is at home
there is the royal flag, royal standard, flying on the top of the Palace.

Some history: Buckingham Palace was originally called Buckingham House because it was built for
the Duke of Buckingham, and then it was sold to King George III, who used it as a private residence for
Queen Charlotte. At the death of Charlotte and George III, their son George IV said to the architect John
Nash to create a real official royal palace, and suddenly some decoration were made by Edward Blore.
After a fire, the palace was destroyed and built again later, but that cost a lot. Then with the coronation
of Queen Victoria, the palace become the real official residence, and it was enlarged because too small
for all the family after the wedding of the Queen and Prince Albert, but after the death of Albert,
Victoria leave the Palace. During the 2nd World War the Palace was bombed lot of time, but there
weren't any seriously damage. Buckingham palace has been a focal point of London itself.
Alessia Caneschi 2M - London2017

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

Previous name: Buckingham House

Location: It is located in the city of Westminster in London

Built: It was built for the Duke of Buckingham in 1703 and designed by William Winde

What is in here: The Palace has 775 rooms and the garden is the largest private one in London

Some history: It was acquired by King George III in 1761 as a private residence for Queen Charlotte
and became known as the Queen’s House. Buckingham Palace became the London residence of the
British Monarch on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s coronation in 1837. Over the years lots of
structural additions were made, for example the East front, with the balcony where the royal family
traditionally congregates to greet crowds. The Palace Chapel was destroyed by a German bomb, during
World War II.
Further information: There’s also a well-known thing that happens in front of the Palace: The change
of the guard that is a tradition for London.

Elisa Sbarra & Flavia Basagni 2L - London 2017

CAMDEN TOWN

Location: Northern district of London

Built in: 19th century

What is in here: Along Camden High Street you'll find eccentric people with different lifestyles: from
the goth and punk, to the futuristic styles of Cyber dog tattoos and to the vintage styles, and a lot of
artistic shops that it is impossible not to photograph: their front doors are one of a kind! There are
statues representing shoes, piercings, big dragons and much more. The Regent's Canal runs through
the heart of Camden, where you can find art gallery exhibitions and urban street art all over the place,
up to the labyrinth of open-air markets like:
Camden Lock Market: selling books, clothing, jewellery and fast food.

Camden Lock Village: which sells clothing and accessories, as well as a range of unusual items.
Camden Market: originally named Buck Street, it sells fashion items for any tastes.

Stables Market: where you'll find stores selling new and second hand clothes, shoes, accessories,
posters and music on vinyl.

Why famous: You can see live music shows every night of the week. The "Electric Ballroom" has held
performances by top artists like David Bowie, The Rolling Stones, Pink Floyd, Doors, Clash and Amy
Winehouse: Camden was and is one of the best known places for live music in London.

Some history: The area had its origins in the early 19th century as a suburban town in London, but
later it developed as a service centre around the railways, canals and other transportation.

Alessia Giommoni & Elisa Zanelli 2L – London 2017
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CAMDEN LOCK MARKET

Location: Camden Lock is set in Camden Town, in the north of London

Built: it was built in 1972 by two childhood friends: Bill Fulford and Peter Wheeler

What is in here: you can find almost anything in Camden Lock Market: second hand goods or new
ones, handmade stuff, food from all over the world, clothes, accessories, music gadgets, bags, furniture,
books and even cannabis lollipops or candies

Why famous: it is very famous because very strange and alternative things are sold there, it is also
known for music, in fact there are often performances in the pubs nearby. Many artists love/loved this
place so they wrote about it in books or songs or filmed there. For example Charles Dickens mentions
Camden Lock in his famous book Oliver Twist, also Amy Winehouse loved Camden Lock, in fact she
had an apartment in Camden Town. She played in “Hawley Arms”, her favourite pub, also three days
before her death. An Italian band too, “Modena City Ramblers”, wrote a song about Camden Lock. The
singer and songwriter Alberto Cottica has lived for many years in Camden Town. He wrote the song
“Notturno Camden Lock” which is about the sleepless nights he spent along the Regent’s Canal.

Some history: Bill Fulford and Peter Wheeler bought Digwalls site, the area where now the markets
take place, to save Regent’s canal, in fact the institutions wanted to change the canal’s flow in order to
build a huge motorway. Peter and Bill obtained the area just for three years: the time the government

needed to plan the motorway. At the end of the three years the market was so popular that there were
many protests because people didn’t want the institutions to take the market apart, so they gave up
and now, luckily, we can visit and enjoy Camden Lock.
Vera Ghinassi Palleggi 2^M - London 2017

COVENT GARDEN

Location: It is in the West End, between St. Martin’s Lane and Drury Lane.

Built: It was built in 1200 AD. It was a walled garden owned by the Benedictine monks.

What is in here: There are independent shops centred on Neal's Yard and Seven Dials, the central
square with its street performers and most of the elegant buildings, theatres and entertainment
facilities like the London Transport Museum and the Theatre Royal.

Why famous: Because at the beginning it was a wallet garden owned by the Abbey of St. Peter,
Westminster.

Some history: After the dissolution of the monasteries in 1540, Henry VIII took the land belonging to
Westminster Abbey for himself, including the Covent Garden and seven acres to the north called Long
Acre. Covent Garden Market opened in 1979 and now the Central Hall has shops, cafés and bars.
Paula Rotaru 2M - London 2017

HARRODS

Location: It is in Brompton Road in Knightsbridge, London

Built: It was built in 1834, 183 years ago

What is in here: It is a luxury department store, there are 7 floors and 300 departments, including the
Christmas department which is there all the year round. The floors are united by elevators and
escalators (one of them has been here since 1898, and it was one of the first in the world). There you
can find everything like food, jewels, clothes and shoes.
Why famous: It is famous because it's one of the biggest shopping malls of the world. Their mottos are
"There you can find everything, from the needle to an elephant" and "Omnia Omnibus Ubique everything for everybody and everywhere".

Some history: It was founded by Charles Henry Harrod and it was established at 228 Borrough High
Street in Southwark. He ran this business, variously listed as a draper, mercer and a haberdasher, until
1831at least. In 2010 Mohamed Al-Fayed sold it to the Qatar Holding, he got from the company 1,7
billion euros.
Sheila Farsetti 2M - London 2017

Location: Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, London
Built in: 1849

What is in here: the shop departments offer everything, from medicines and perfumes to clothing and
food, and attract wealthy customers.
Why famous: it is one of the most luxury and important stores
in the world.

Some history: the Knightsbridge store was established in
1849 by Charles Henry Harrod. Beginning in a single room and
employing two assistants and a messenger boy, it mainly sold
tea and groceries. In a short period of time, it englobed the
other shops along the street, becoming one of the most famous
stores in the world.
All the floors are connected by 146 elevators. There are a lot of
escalators, one of them was built in 1898 and it was one of the
first escalators in the world.

Ludovica Gigli & Federica Campriani, 2L – London 2017

HORSE GUARDS

Location: Whitehall, a road in the city of Westminster, Central London

Built: the building is composed by a central tower with a clock and an archway. If you walk though
this archway you can get to St. James’s Palace via St. James’s Park. In front of the building there is a
great square which is used for the Change of the Guards ceremony.

What is in here: in front of the building there is a big yard that is used for parades and ceremonies but
inside the building there is a great museum where visitors can see an outstanding collection of rare
and unique treasures from ceremonial uniforms, Royal Standards and gallantry awards to musical
instrument, horse furniture from wars.

Why famous: It is famous for the typical cavalry troopers of the Queen’s Life Guard who always
control the entrance from 10am to 4pm. Horse Guards, also famous for the museum, is important for
the many ceremonies and parades. For example in the”Trooping the Colour” when the Queen reviews
her troops the central windows are opened to let the Royal Family see the Queen.

Some history: The Palace of Whitehall, the largest palace in Europe at that time, was destroyed by fire
in 1698 and replaced by the present Horse Guards building in 1753.
Designed by William Kent and built by John Vardy between 1750 and 1753, Horse Guards is a large
historical building in Palladian style in central London. The building served for many years as the
headquarter of two major army commands: the London district and the household cavalry.Francesco
Rosalina 2M – London 2017

HORSE GUARDS

Location: One of the gardens of Westminster Palace.

Built in: First built in 1664, it was demolished and replaced with the current building in 1753.

What is in here: The building is the headquarter of two major army commands: the London District
and the Household Cavalry. Horse Guards is also the formal entrance to St. James’s Palace.
Why famous: The building is famous for the museum located in the Household Cavalry, where visitors
can see the horses working stables through a glass wall.

Some history: In 1894 Queen Victoria found the guards drinking and playing cards instead of doing
their duty. She proclaimed that they would be punished by a “Four o’ clock” inspection daily for the
next 100 years. At the end of the punishment Queen Elizabeth II decided to continue the inspection.

HYDE PARK

Location: It’s located in the city centre of London in the Westminster area, on the west side there is
the Mayfair area then not far from it you can find Buckingham Palace, Harrods, the Hard Rock Cafe and
the Green park (that’s another park in London)

Built: The Park was built in 1637, the modern layout of the park was planned by architect Decimus
Burton in 1825

What is in here: In the park there are more than 4000 trees, a large lake, a meadow and flower
gardens. You can enjoy swimming, boating, cycling and skating. There are pitches for team games,
tennis courts, tracks for horse riding and a children’s playground. Hyde Park has a lot of fascinating
buildings and monuments, like The Serpentine (a large artificial lake located at the south end of the
park, it is popular for boating and swimming), The Diana Memorial Fountain (southwest of the
Serpentine there is a memorial installed in honour of the princess Diana. The Memorial is a circular
modern fountain in which water flows from two sides at the top into a small pool at the bottom),
Rotten Row (at the south end of the park there is Rotten Row a famous path now used for horse riding
and jogging route, it was the first lit public road), Speaker’s Corner (every Sunday people proclaim
their ideas on many topics, sometimes interrupted and challenged by the audience), Achilles Statue (is
the largest statue in the park), The Rose Garden (here you find flowers, a long pergola and two
fountains: The Artemis Fountain and The Boy and Dolphin Fountain), The Pan Statue, Queen Elizabeth
Gate, The 7 July, The Holocaust Memorial and open air events throughout the year.

Why famous: Hyde Park is famous because it’s always full of people spending their free time doing
sports, walking, hang out with friends and relaxing. Many people go there because the park is right in

the city centre so it’s easily to reach. It’s also famous because from the park it’s the starting point of a
walk in honour of Princess Diana which ends at Buckingham Palace.

History: King Henry VIII confiscated the park from the monks of Westminster Abbey. It was used
primarily for hunting. After many years King Charles I opened the park to the public.
Annalisa Ricci 2M – London 2017

HYDE PARK

Location: Hyde Park is one of the largest parks in London and one of its Royal Parks. The park is
contiguous to Kensington Gardens, which are often assumed to be part of Hyde Park.

Built: Hyde Park was created for hunting by Henry Vlll in 1536. He acquired the manor of Hyde from
the canons of Westminster Abbey, who had held it since before the Norman Conquest.
What is in here: Sites of interest in the park include the Speakers' Corner, close to the former site of
the Tyburn gallows, and Rotten Row, which is the northern boundary of the site of the Crystal Palace.
South of the Serpentine is the “Diana Princess of Wales memorial”, an oval stone ring fountain.

Why famous: One of the most important events to take place in the park was the Great Exhibition of
1851, when the Crystal Palace was inaugurated.
Nowadays, Hyde Park hosts several events throughout the year, from concerts to competitions that are
offered to whoever is around, whether they are tourists or Londoners.

Some history: Hyde Park kept hosting hunting until James I took on the throne and permitted limited
access to gentlefolk. Charles I afterwards modified the nature of the park completely: he added 300 oil
lamps and created the first artificially lit highway in the country.
The route became known as Rotten Row at a later time, which is a corruption of the French “Route de
Roi”.
Queen Caroline carried out several changes in the 1730s.
Hyde Park eventually became a venue for national celebrations.
Renè Neuman & Filippo Maria Aureli 2L - London 2017

LONDON EYE

Location: The London Eye is situated in Lambeth Road

Built: The London Eye was built in 1999

What is in here: The London Eye is an attraction that doesn’t show what is inside but what is out. It
has 31 passenger capsules and offers a breath-taking view of London

Why famous: The London Eye is the most popular and important structure in the United Kingdom
with over one million visitors annually and it is also famous because in August 2007 the London Eye
was called “The McCartney Eye” to celebrate the new Paul McCartney’s single entitled “The McCartney
years”. In January 2015, it is known as the Coca-Cola London Eye for a contract signed in September
2014. Every New Year’s Eve the fireworks are launched from the London Eye.

Some history: The structure is 135 meters tall and the wheel has a diameter of 120 meters. When it
was built in 1999, it was the world’s highest Ferris and Europe’s highest Ferris wheel. The London Eye
was designed by lots of architects like the team of Julia Barfield, it was opened by the Prime Minister
Tony Blair on 31 December 1999 with a ceremony without passengers because the capsules had
problems and on 9 March 2000 it was also opened to general public. On 20 May 2005 “The South Bank
Centre” wanted to close of the attraction, but the London Mayor, Ken Livingstone, decided that the
structure would remain in London.
Ricciarini Rebecca 2M - London 2017

COCA COLA LONDON EYE

Location: South Bank of River Thames in London.
Built: 1998-2000.

What is in here: It is on the landscape of London and it is on the west end of Jubilee Gardens on the
South Bank.

Why famous: The London Eye was built to commemorate the new millennium. The turning wheel is
meant to represent the passage of time, and when it opened in March 2000, it was called the
Millennium Wheel.
Historical Facts: Designed by Julia Barfield and David Marks, the structure is representative of a
modern London. The London Eye was formally opened by the Prime Minister Tony Blair on 31
December 1999, but did not open to the paying public until 9 March 2000 because of a capsule clutch
problem. The structure is 135 m tall and the wheel has a diameter of 120m.The wheel has 32 sealed
and air-conditioned ovoidal passenger capsules.
Eleonora Gnassi & Matilde Majoli 2L – London 2017

THE NATIONAL GALLERY

Location: The National Gallery is situated in Trafalgar Square, London

Built in: This building was founded in 1824

What is in there: The National Gallery of London welcomes a collection of more than 2300 paintings
of various ages from mid-13 century to 1900.

Why it is famous: The National Gallery is famous because it was the first national gallery in England,
and because it houses lots of important paintings from all over Europe.

Some history: The National Gallery was started when, after the Napoleonic wars, the government
decided to finally institute the first English national gallery, and so in 1824 the House of Commons
approved the purchase of 38 paintings. Overtime the Gallery has achieved extraordinary results, in fact
it currently owns at least one work by any great European master.
Marta Peruzzi, Martina Tavanti & Chiara Tenti 2L - London 2017

NOTTING HILL

Location: From Notting Hill Gate to Portobello Road.

Built: Two centuries ago it was little more than wasteland. It was in 1840 that the area became more
residential.
What is in here: Portobello Road market and at the end of August the Notting Hill Carnival.

Why famous: It's famous for its particular and colourful houses, its restaurants and bookshops, but
above all for the Notting Hill Carnival and the Portobello Road market.

Some history: Notting Hill is known for hosting the annual Notting Hill carnival and the Portobello
Road market. The carnival lasts 2 days in August and thanks to the photos that people and tourists
post on the Internet is becoming more and more famous attracting about 1 million of tourists every
year. As famous as the Carnival is Portobello Road market, the most popular street market in London.
It’s famous for its antiques, but here you can find all kind of bargains. The street market has 5 different
parts where you can buy new or second-hand things, from clothes and accessories to fruit and
vegetables, so it’s very busy, particular at the weekend.
Eleonora Papini 2M - London 2017

PALACE OF WESTMINSTER
also known as Houses of Parliament

Location: Located on the north coast of the River Thames in the City of Westminster, in central
London
Built in: The most ancient part of the building was built in 1016, in the Middle Ages, but it was
completely destroyed by a fire in 1834. It was rebuilt in 1840-1870

What is in here: The Palace of Westminster’s interior contains over 1100 rooms, 100 staircases and
4.8 kilometres of passageways, which are spread over four floors. The ground floor is occupied by
offices, dining rooms and bars; the first floor (known as the principal floor) houses the main rooms of
the Palace, including the debating chambers, the lobbies and the libraries.

The two top floors are used as committee rooms and offices. The exterior was made using the
Perpendicular Gothic style.
Why famous: It is the London building where the two chambers of the UK Parliament (the House of
Lords and the House of Commons) are located.

Some history: Known in medieval times as Thorney Island, the site may have been first used as a
royal residence by Canute the Great during his reign from 1016 to 1035. St Edward the Confessor, the
penultimate Anglo-Saxon monarch of England, built a Royal Palace on Thorney Island just west of the
City of London at about the same time as he built Westminster Abbey (1045–50). Thorney Island and
the surrounding area soon became known as Westminster.
The Palace of Westminster was the monarch's principal residence in the late Medieval period.
Although Westminster officially remained a Royal Palace, it was used by the two Houses of Parliament
and by the various royal law courts.
Camilla Grotti & Lucrezia Ricciarini 2°L – London 2017

PICCADILLY CIRCUS

Location: Piccadilly Circus.

Built: in 1819

What is here: there are many important buildings like the London Pavilion (and a part of the
Trocadero Centre), the Criterion Theatre, the Shaftesbury monumental fountain, and some important
shops like Aquascutum, Desigual, Ted Baker, Ferrari Store, National Geographic Shop.

Why is famous: Piccadilly Circus is famous for the video display and neon signs on the wall of the
buildings. The most famous brands have a sign here like “McDonald's”, “Samsung” and famous “CocaCola”, that have the biggest one.
Some history: Piccadilly Circus (called “Circus” for his round shape) was built in 1819 and it joins two
famous streets “Regent Street “and “Shaftesbury Avenue”. It's called “Piccadilly” because a famous
tailor sewed rigid collars called “Piccadills”. He became famous and rich for this and he bought a land
in the West-End of the Westminster City where he built his house called “Piccadilly's house”. Today the
famous square is not exactly around the house but near the house.
Emma Terinazzi 2M - London 2017

PICCADILLY CIRCUS

Location: London W1D 7ET, United Kingdom
Built in: 1819

What is in here: There is the Shaftesbury Memorial and the impressive display of neon lights and
videos everywhere here.
Why famous: It is famous for its ample shopping opportunities.

Some history: In 1620's, Robert Baker was an acclaimed tailor in the area, famous for making
piccadillies, which were a type of frilly collar. His house was named Piccadilly Hall, and was located
along a main road that would later become known by the same name. Piccadilly Circus itself was built
in 1819 on the site of the property once owned by Lady Hutton. When Shaftesbury Avenue was built in
1886, Piccadilly Circus lost its circular shape, but not its name.
Further Information: Piccadilly Circus was built in 1819 with the aim of connecting Regent Street to
Piccadilly Street.
The circus (circus means circle) is an open area situated at the junction of these streets
Lucrezia Alari & Martina Delfini 2L – London 2017

ST. JAMES’S PARK

Location: St James's Park is a 23-hectare park in the City of Westminster, central London. The park
lies at the southernmost tip of the St James's area, which was named after a leper hospital dedicated
to St James the Less.
Built in: In 1532, Henry VIII bought an area of marshland through which the Tyburn flowed from Eton
College. It lay to the west of York Place acquired by Henry from Cardinal Wolsey.
What is in here: The Park has a small lake, St James's Park Lake, with two islands, West Island, and
Duck Island, named for the lake's collection of waterfowl. A resident colony of pelicans has been a
feature of the park since pelicans were donated by a Russian ambassador in 1664. The Blue Bridge
across the lake affords a view west towards Buckingham Palace framed by trees.

Why famous: The park is bounded by Buckingham Palace to the west, The Mall to the north, Horse
Guards to the east, and Birdcage Walk to the south. This specific location has made it one of the most
visited parks in London.
Some history: St. James’s Park was purchased by Henry VII in order to turn York Palace, subsequently
renamed Whitehall, into a dwelling fit for a king. On James I' s accession to the throne in 1603, he
ordered that the park be drained and landscaped, and exotic animals be kept in the park,
including camels, crocodiles, an elephant and exotic birds, kept in aviaries.
Renè Neuman & Filippo Maria Aureli 2L – London 2017

TATE BRITAIN

Location: It is in the City of Westminster, on Millbank on the site of the former Millbank Prison.
Built: It was built in 1893

What is in here: Here we can find displays of historical and contemporary British art. There we can
find paintings of Rossetti, Bomberg, Warhol, Picasso, Riley, Freud, Sander and others. Tate Britain
includes also the Clore Gallery which houses work by J. M. W. Turner, and it has been regarded as an
important example of Postmodern architecture

Why famous: It is famous because it is one of the most important museums of England and it was one
of the first museums which opened and it houses a lot of famous paintings and sculptures

Some History: It was opened on 21st July 1897. At first its name was not Tate Britain. It was National
Gallery of British Art, then it was renamed as Tate Gallery until 2000. Before the launch of Tate
Modern, Tate Britain hosted also modern collections. The front part of the building was designed by
Sidney R. J. Smith and the central sculpture gallery was designed by John Russell Pope. During World
War II it was bombed but most of the collection was in safe storage elsewhere.
Adeledia Haxhalli 2M - London 2017

TOWER BRIDGE

Location: It's in Southwark, near the Tower of London. It crosses the river Thames
Built: The workers started to build it in 1886 and they finished in 1894

What is in here: It consists of two big towers and a bridge. One part of the bridge can rise when ships
pass that way. The bridge deck is accessible to people and to vehicles.

Why famous: Tower Bridge is one of the symbols of London and an attractive monument for tourists.
Because it has a great history, and in the past it was really important for economic interests. From the
bridge there is also fantastic eyeshot.
Some history: The history of this bridge starts lots of years ago, under the Roma occupation. They
built it in wood. It was used for war interests. With the fall of the empire the bridge was abandoned
and destroyed during a war. In 1091 it was built again by the Normans, and destroyed once again by a
fire. In 1136 under the reign of Stephan of England the bridge was rebuilt and it became like an
independent town with shops and buildings. But it went on fire during the Peasants’ Revolt. At the end
of the XVIII century an engineer built the bridge again but it was bought by an American entrepreneur,
taken to pieces and rebuilt in Arizona. The last time it was built was in 1894 by Horace Jones. The
bridge was opened by King Edward VII.
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Location: Westminster

Built: in 1845

TRAFALGAR SQUARE

What is in here: In the middle of the square there is a high column dedicated to the Admiral Horatio
Nelson, around the column there are four lions in bronze made from recycled cannons from the French
fleet. There are also two fountains equipped with coloured led lights for night lighting, behind the two
fountains there is the National Gallery Museum.

Why famous: Trafalgar Square used to be famous for pigeons and popular activity was feeding them
and for many Embassies of countries - like South Africa and Canada - along the perimeter of the
square. The National Gallery contains the greatest collections of paintings in the world and there are
exceptions works by Caravaggio, Botticelli, Michelangelo and Van Gogh.

Some history: The name celebrates the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, in which the Royal Navy defeated
the French and Spanish fleets during the Napoleonic Wars. Horatio Nelson was the mind of the battle
but it cost him his life in fact the column is dedicated to him .Every year in Trafalgar Square there at
Christmas time there is a big and decorated Christmas tree, which is given as a gift from Norway in
honour of Britain's help during WW2. There is a legend about the four lions: the lions will come to life
one day if the Big Ben chimes thirteen times.
Francesca Pancioni 2M - London 2017

TRAFALGAR SQUARE

Location: City of Westminster, London.

Built: They started to build it in 1826 and it was
inaugurated on 1 May 1844.

What is in here: The symbol of the square is the
Column of Nelson, built in memory of the hero,
Admiral Nelson. Around the statue there are 4 lion
sculptures, a challenge for people that have to climb to
reach the appealing point for the popular photo scene.
In the square there are famous monuments and
museums, like the two fountains, the church of St. Martin in the Fields and the National Gallery.

Why famous: Trafalgar square, the largest square in London, is considered the centre of the city and it
is actually where distances are measured from. It has significant historic value and also monuments
and statues with individual heritage.

Some history: The square commemorates the Battle of
Trafalgar, a British naval victory during the Napoleonic
Wars with France and Spain on 21 October 1805.

In the past Trafalgar square used to be famous as
home for thousands of feral pigeons. A popular activity
was to feed them, but this made them even more of a
pest. The situation changed just in 2003, when London
Mayor Ken Livingstone declared war on the pigeons
and banned feeding them. So, slowly the square began
to depopulate and now it is pretty much pigeon free.

Linda Rossi & Katrina Marinas 2L – London 2017

WESTMINSTER ABBEY

Location: It is in the City of Westminster, London, just to the west of the Palace of Westminster. It is
near the Houses of Parliament.
Built: The present church’s construction was begun by Henry III in 1245.

What is in here: inside Westminster Abbey we can find King Edward’s Chair, where queens and kings
sit during their coronation. There is also the “Westminster Abbey Museum”, located in the under croft
beneath the monk’s dormitory; the Chapter House is used for daily meetings, and the Pyx Chamber.

Why famous: it is one of the most important religious buildings of the United Kingdom. It is the
traditional place of queen and king’s coronations and their weddings are organised there. It is a burial
site too
Some history: in 960 C.E. some Benedictine monks settled on Thorn Island, (which would become
Westminster). They built St. Peter’s Abbey.
Between 1042 and 1052 Edward the Confessor started rebuilding it to provide himself with a royal
burial.

In 1245 the present church’s construction was begun by Henry III. Between 1540 and 1550
Westminster Abbey was a cathedral.

As established by Royal charter of Queen Elizabeth I dated 21 May 1560, Westminster Abbey is
governed by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster. After it became the Collegiate Church of St. Peter at
Westminster.
Maria Romanelli 2M - London 2017

WESTMINSTER ABBEY

formally named ”Collegiate Church of St. Peter at Westminster”
Location: It is situated in the city of Westminster, London.

Built in: This church was first built by Edward the Confessor in 1042 to 1052 and then restructured in
1245 by Henry III.

What is in there: In the cathedral we can find a lot of headstones and stones of some important
historical figures. We can also find lots of paintings and a beautiful mosaic which represents the “Last
Supper”.
Why it is famous: Westminster Abbey is an important church because a lot of important religious
ceremonies across the British history have occurred there.

Some history: Westminster Abbey was the place where most of the Royals and Monarchs were
crowned, and this is the reason why it has the status of the ”Royal Peculiar” Church of England .
Marta Peruzzi, Martina Tavanti & Chiara Tenti 2L - London 2017

LONDON STEP BY STEP…FOLLOW US!
SCAVENGER HUNT N.1

Click here for the video

SCAVENGER HUNT N.2

Click here for the video

SCAVENGER HUNT N. 3

Click here for the video

SCAVENGER HUNT N. 4

Click here for the video

SCAVENGER HUNT N. 5

Click here for the video

SCAVENGER HUNT N. 6

Click here for the video

SCAVENGER HUNT N. 7

Click here for the video

SCAVENGER HUNT N. 8

Click here for the video

Ci scusiamo per le imperfezioni linguistiche presenti nei video, che abbiamo preferito non far correggere
poiché riflettono la spontaneità e il gioco di improvvisazione richiesti dal tipo di attività proposte
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